Feature

A world of

difference

s | stare out at the thrashing trees
and lashing rain in Bristol, it is
hard not to wish | was living in a

more benign climate for ballooning.
Where? Italy? Southern Germany? India
maybe? I've trained students in all these.
How about... Libya?

Now Libya might not be on most
people’s list of “must have” holiday
destinations — it’s “dry” in every sense of
the word, with no alcohol permitted and
several thousand miles of the world’s
largest desert, plus a government which
considers tourism an irritating sideline to
their central policy of cultivating “big oil”.

But once the good Colonel has put his
imprimatur on your ballooning project at
least you aren’t likely to have any serious
obstacles or angry farmers! We
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Alliec Dunnington, just back
from training a PuT in Libya,
considers whether some
countries are better than

others for a beginner

nevertheless narrowly avoided being
caught up in Libya’s spats with
Switzerland over arrests and minarets but
luckily the UK is not a Schengen country,
s0 Brits were welcome whilst the rest of
Europe waited at the gate.

Looking for the perfect balloon nursery,
what do you need? Italy’s benign weather?
India’s open spaces perhaps? Or Bavaria’s
wonderful scenery and friendly farmers.

Well our initial research on weather
patterns suggested March was the
windiest month in North Africa. Hmmm,
a promising start.

Sam Rutherford, an ex-military pilot
living in Belgium and running an
adventure company, was our intrepid PuT
candidate. Being also the organiser of this
expedition, he was keen to learn to fly
balloons, hoped to study for his balloon
ground school exams and wanted to
assess whether Libya could be used as a
base for future training or similar balloon
rallies. With Paul Spellward and Phil
Dunnighton as qualified instructors plus
myself and Chris Davies and Chris Wood
as pilots he was well surrounded by a
solid team to help him achieve his goals.

Always check your student’s training
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